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We had intended to lead off this issue of the MANGBANG

with the latest definitive information on the effects that the

new Health Care law would have on TRICARE beneficiaries

but every time we turn around, Ar el
di fferent spins on the subject. So w
before we try to share with you the latest information.
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MICHIGAN AIR NATIONAL
GUARD HISTORY BOOKS

The Michigan Air National Guard Historical Association created a thvaleme set of history books

covering the periods 1926996.

Volume 1 covers the period 1926 to 1976
Volume 2 covers the period 1976 to 19880LD OUT!
Volume 3 covers the period 1986 to 1996

A limited number of these books are still available for $1.00 per volume plus $2.50 shipping and handling.

If you wish to purchase one or more of these volumes, please complete the order form and indicate
your payment method below then mail this form to MAGHA, 27333 C St, Bldg 1011, Selfridge ANGB MI 48045.

Please send the Volumes | have circled below to:

NAME:

ADDRESS

Volume 1 (19261976)
Volume 2 (19761986)
Volume 3 (19861996)
Shipping/Handling
TOTAL REMITTED

@) Check #

Please charge my:

$1.00 Number Requested

SOLD OUT!

$1.00 Number Requested

$2.50 (APPLICABLE TO ALL MAIL ORDERS)

dat ed encl

VISA CARD

AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD
DISCOVER CARD

Account #

o
O MASTER CARD
@]
@)

Expiration Date:

MAGHA
27333 C Street, Bldg 1011
Selfridge ANG Base Ml

osed.

Phone: 5862396768
Fax: 586239-6646
Email: 127.wg.selfridgeairmuseum@ang.af.n
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READER INFORMATION SURVEY

One of the well-received features of the MANGBANG is information on
our individual members that is shared with the at-large membership.

Please help us continue this feature by completing the survey below and
mailing it to MAGHA, c/o 127 WG/MU, 44649 Doolittle, Bldg 1050,
Selfridge ANG Base MI 48045. You can also e-mail the information to
127.wg.selfridgeair.museum@ang.af.mil.

FULL NAME AND RANK

DATE | JOINED THE GUARD

DATE | LEFT THE GUARD

LAST UNIT WHEN | LEFT THE GUARD

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO SINCE YOU LEFT THE GUARD?

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY READING IN THE MANGBANG AND WHAT
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE INCLUDED IN FUTURE ISSUES?




MUSEUM HAPPENINGS

One of our volunteers has created a new YouTube video to advertise our Museum.
Check it out at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6 PpOKKcLLU and tell us what you
think!

NEW DIPLAYS IN PLACE
91 A historically accurate World War | SPAD XIlII in its own hangar
1 A motorized and cut - away R- 2800 reciprocating engine
1 Service plagues on the fence around the Air Park
1 An A-7 cockpit to complement the F - 16 cockpit inside the Museum

NEW DISPAYS IN THE NEAR FUTURE
f AC-130E and an A - 10A for our Air Park
1 Aninteractive Air Traffic Control system

1 Anoutdoor F - 16 large scale model for next to the walkway to our Main
Entrance.

LONGTERM PLANS:
1 Our own access point from M - 59/Hall Road/Rosso Highw  ay
1 Moving our Library/Research area from the Museum (Bldg 1011) to an

adjacent building (Bldg 1008), creating more space inside the Museum for

new displays
BAD NEWS &1 O OAAOOEOU OAAOGIT Ot OEA -EAEECAT 40
rides to our Museum EAOA AAAT A1 EIi ET AGAAt 7AROA EI PEIT
created by this cancellation ($25,658.00 since from 2000 -2009), which  was about
20% of our total admissions ($125,460.00 from 2000 - 2009) will be offset by easier
access to the Museum.

TRICARE EXEMPTION

Along with the health care reform legislation the House approved over the
weekend, lawmakers voted 403 to zero on legislation (HR 4887) introduced by
Rep. Ike Skelton to amend the Internal Revenue Code to term the Defense
Department's Tricare military health program "minimal essential coverage."
Skelton noted in floor remarks Saturday that the reform legislation
currently under review would not call for Tricare beneficiaries to purchase
additional coverage. He emphasized that his bill would simply "reassure"
Tricare beneficiaries "they will not be negatively affected." Defense
Secretary Bob Gates issued a statement Monday, confirming that the Skelton
bill "clarified" the matter, saying, "The President and | are committed to
seeing that our troops, retirees, and their families will continue to
receive the best quality health care."



AN EDITORIAL
By Lt Col Lou Nigro

Editorial Disclaimer: These are my thoughts, my thoughts alone, and do not represent

the views of our Board of Di rectors or our member shi p. | f y C
someone, yell at me!

One of our itargetd audiences is those members
enough to be on the Stateds Retired List, particu
check. We reviewed that list, noticed that the great majority have opted to not join our

Historical Association, so we did a mass-mailing in late January to those folks encouraging

them to join. Over 1,250 letters were sent out and the results can be debated. As of 29 March

2010, 46 retirees and current members of the Ml /
me off your |listd (interestingly enough hebds an o

rest have chosen not to respond so far. Welcome aboard to our newest members and
contributors. PS: This list is current as of 29 March 2010. Additions to this list will be
reflected in the July issue of the MANGBANG.

NAME YRS IN MI ANG TYPE MEMBER

CMSgt Gerald Andrews 79-95 Regular
MSgt Jack Beatty 53-90 Regular
SSgt Robert Belch 55-91 Regular
CMSgt William Brennan 75-89 Returning Regular
MSgt Robert Burroughs 61-80 Regular
MSgt Larry Burt 83-07 Regular
MSgt Alexander Chrzan 76-02 Regular
CMSgt David Clark 87-07 Regular
Lt Col Susan Cleereman 86-09 Regular
SSgt Richard Coleman, Sr 91-98 Regular
MSgt Donald Dankers 84-00 Regular
MSgt Cindy Danner 75-97 Life
CMSgt Wilfred DeBroux 76-88 Regular
Lt Col Case DeGroot, Jr 78-93 Life
Lt Col Charles Dierkes, Jr 99-06 Regular
MSgt John Dwyer 74-05 Regular
CMSgt James fADoco EB8S s Regular
MSgt Richard Frankowski 53-65 Regular
CMSgt Dorothy Gibala 75-05 Life
Lt Col John J. Gibala, Jr 75-00 Life
TSgt David Kish 80-02 Regular

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



NAME YRS IN MI ANG TYPE MEMBER
MSgt Sherrie Knudson-Cramton 78-93 Regular
MSgt Roderick Lelental 85-08 Life
Col (Dr) Lee Lemon 81-02 Life
MSgt Viviano Martinez 76-93 Regular
MSgt Tony McCown 75-97 Regular
MSgt Douglas Meyer 76-02 Regular
Lt Col Drew Nelsen 89-01 Returning Regular
MSgt Alan Parks 86-09 Regular
SMSgt Arlie Prevost 55-78 Regular
Lt Col Kingsley Purton, Jr 59-66 Returning Regular
SMSgt Paul Riesterer 76-96 Regular
MSgt Henry Rubin 00-04 Regular
TSgt Delbert Scheffler 7?-7? Donation Only
MSgt Larry Schwartz 73-01 Regular
MSgt Carl Scott 60-80 Regular
SMSgt John Seibel 79-04 Regular
Brig Gen Ron Seely 71-02 Donation Only
MSgt Gary Sierpien 79-99 Regular
MSgt Glen Sierpien 86-present Regular
MSgt Salvatore Stabile, Jr 75-98 Regular
CMSgt Skip Taylor 72-94 Regular
MSgt David Van Acker 71-06 Life
CMSgt Gary Walkinshaw 55-87 Regular
CMSgt Elliott Walters 50-83 Regular
CMSgt James Wyrzykowski 71-04 Regular

The Michigan Air Guard Bulletin and News Gazette (MANGBANG) is a quarterly newsletter distributed in January, April, July
and October by the Michigan Air Guard Historical Association (MAGHA), 27333 C Street, Building 1050, Selfridge ANG Bas{

MI 48045 exclusively for the members of the Michigan Air Guard Historical Association. Zero percent of MAGHA dues is desig-

nated for publication of the ne wpréfientaiting permit 8 paidmatdhee Mount Clens-t a

ens MI Post Office. Timgensitive input for publication must be received at the address above at least 45 days before the publ-

cation date for inclusion in the upcoming newsletter.

e

using



HONOR ROLL

Due to the large number of Honor Roll members, only those who have either become Life Members or who
have achieved a higher membership status since the last issue are listed below. A complete list of all Honor
Roll members is published annually in the July issue.

New Patron Members

Lt Col Hildegarde Grysh (56-78)

New Sustaining Members

Col Ralph and Mrs. Gloria Allison, Jr (US Army)
Lt Col Robert Farnette (75-87)

New Life Members

MSgt Cindy Danner (75-97)
Lt Col Case DeGroot, Jr (78-93)
CMSgt George Flees (48-86)
CMSgt Dorothy Gibala (75-05)
Lt Col John J. Gibala, Jr (75-00)

MSgt & Mrs John Heffernan (US Air Force)
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Juronoc (Museum Volunteer)
MSgt Roderick Lelental (85-08)

Col Lee Lemon (81-02)

Maj Robert Marchese (927 ARW)

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Stoll (Museum Volunteers)
MSgt David A. Van Acker (71-06)

MEN STRIKE BACK

How many men does it take to open a beer? None. It should be opened when she brings it.

Why is a Laundromat a really bad place to pick up a woman? Because a woman who can't even afford a wash-
ing machine will probably never be able to support you.

Why do women have smaller feet than men? It's one of those ‘evolutionary things' that allows Them to stand
closer to the kitchen sink.

How do you know when a woman is about to say something smart? When she starts a sentence with 'A man
once told me...."

How do you fix a woman's watch? You don't. There is a clock on the oven.

If your dog is barking at the back door and your wife is yelling at the front door, who do you let in first?
The dog, of course. He'll shut up once you let him in.

Scientists have discovered a food that diminishes a woman's sex drive by 90%.. It's called Wedding Cake.

Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still
think they are sexy.



MEMORIAL WALL
SELFRIDGE MILITARY AIR MUSEUM

The Michigan Air Guard Historical Association (MAGHA) has completed construction of a Memorial Area in the center of the Air Park at
the Selfridge Military Air Museum. The memorial is a place to honor all me  mbers of the military who gave their lives in the line of
duty and in the service of this great nation, to recognize all those who have in the past or who are currently serving their

country, and to acknowledge the contributions made by families and compan ies to the preservation of freedom.  Pictures of the
Memorial Area and the Memorial Wall are above. The centerpiece is an elevated F-86 Sabre aircraft, an aircraft flown, maintained, and
supported by three Michigan Air Guard units in the mid-1950s. Flanking the F-86 is the Memorial Wall topped by engraved Memorial
Bricks such as those shown below.

 ErcoL  ANG SPOUSE
DAR ZELLER+* CAROL ZELLER
| 191F1G 55-85 . 191FIG €3-85

We invite you to become part of this memorial and to recognize a unit, an individual, or a family by purchasing an engraved brick that
will become a permanent part of the Memorial Wall. Cash donations for the Memorial project are also welcome. All memorial brick
purchases and donations for this effort are tax-deductible per Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Service Code. Engraved memorial
bricks cost $100.00 per brick for non -members (cost includes a one -year membership in MAGHA), $75.00 per brick for
members, and $50.00 per brick when multiple brick orders are made. For example, a one -brick order from a MAGHA member
would cost $75.00, a two -brick order would cost $125.00, and a three -brick order $175.00. Information about MAGHA can be
obtained by calling 586-239-6768, by visiting our web site at www.selfridgeairmuseum.org, or by writing to us at the address below.

If you would like to participate in this worthwhile project, please complete the order form and indicate your payment method below and
mail this form to MAGHA, 27333 C Street, Bldg 1011, Selfridge ANG Base MI 48045. An asterisk (*) will be added after t he h
name for veterans.

MEMORIAL BRICK ORDER FORM
Name:

Address:
Day Time Phone Number:

Please install an engraved memorial brick in the Memorial Wall at the Selfridge Military Air Museum in honor of the following.
This individual is a veteran. Please add an asterisk (*) after their name.
This individual is not a veteran.
Please send me information on joining the Michigan Air Guard Historical Association.

Three lines are possible with a maximum of 12 characters per line and a maximum of 36 characters per brick. Peri ods,
commas, asterisks, and spaces between words counts as characters. You will be sent a receipt with a proposed layout.

0 Check #_______ dated _______ enclosed. Checks s
Please charge my: O VISA CARD

O MASTER CARD

O AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD

O DISCOVER CARD
Account #
Expiration Date:
Signature:




LETTERS HOME

Some notes from a few of our MAGHA members:

From Brig Gen Howard Strand (48-8 1) : iThe Honor Flight of Michig
vets to Washington DC free of charge to visit the WW Il Memorial and other memorials and
points of interest. ltdés a one day trip and | 06ve

each one was attended to all day by an Honor Flight volunteer, and there were most impres-

sive receptions everywhere. | was the fourth person from my American Legion Post to go. We

did rei mburse the Honor Flight $350.00 but we did
Rick Sage at 248-808-1 230 or write to PO Box 237, Royal Oak

From one of our new MAGHA members, MSgt Richard Frankowski (53-6 5 ) : AThank you
much for the MAGHA membership packet. | read it thru and thru. Tears were brought to my
eyes when | read the | etter from Capt. Ron Ki ml e

picture of Read on the F-86 Super Saber. It was his bird. He and Capt. Kimler were the most

respected officers | have known. 1 don't remember the pilot flying the F-86, but noticed the

| 07t h decal on the aircraft next to Reados | eft
mander of the 107th ARed Devilsd fit him perfectdl
ron Commander, and he was the RED DEVIL. He loved the 107th and the F-86. | remember

him in his flying suit with his scarf and his red hair and mustache. Capt. Kimler's letter with all

the men | have known, and a lot of the names that have passed away brought so many

thoughts about the greatest time in my life. CMSgt Whitey Allen was one of my best friends in

the Guard. | worked for him at Detroit Metro Airport. It was the saddest moment in my life

when he passed. | had been in touch with him for the last 4 years and not once did he let me

know that he was ill. God bless him and all the fine men and woman of the Michigan ANG. |

cannot tell you how many good people | have known thru the Guard | just wish | could go back

in time and do it al/ over again.o
Al f at firstd yJou dofgqiThere are no Jshortcuts to ¢
so much for sklydi vifgpl ace worth goling. o

-Henny Youngman -Beverly Sills




MUSEUM HAPPENINGS

One of our volunteers has created a new YouTube video to advertise our Museum. Check it out at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6PpOKKcLLU and tell us what you think!

NEW DISPLAYS IN PLACE:
1 A historically accurate World War | SPAD XIlI1I in its own hangar
1 A motorized and cut-away R-2800 reciprocating engine
1 Service plaques on the fence around the Air Parkn A-7 cockpit to complement the F-16 cockpit inside
the Museum

NEW DISPLAYS IN THE NEAR FUTURE::
1 A C-130E and an A-10A for our Air Park (see photos below)
1 Aninteractive Air Traffic Control system
1 An outdoor F-16 large scale model for next to the walkway to our Main Entrance.

LONG-TERM PLANS:
9 Our own access point from M-59/Hall Road/Rosso Highway
9 Moving our Library/Research area from the Museum (Bldg 1011) to an adjacent building (Bldg 1008),
creating more space inside the Museum for new displays

Mi chi gan Tave

BAD NEWS: For security reasons, the
t hat ($256%8.00Isiocs fsom

been eliminated. Webdre hoping

2000-2009) was about 20% of our total admissions ($125,460.00 from 2000-2009) will be offset by easier
access to the Museum.

A-10A C-130E




REUNIONS

ARIZONA REUNION

The Arizona luncheon for retired and former members of the Michigan Air National Guard took place
on Thursday, February 11th at the Home Town Buffet in Scottsdale, Arizona.

Nineteen former ANG members attended. Because of a late change in location, several members
were not able to attend because of a distance problem, including Newt & Dorothy Smith, Dave
Bushaw, and George & Zita Lesczynski. Other former attendees who could not make it for one reason
or another included Doug & Sue Bronson and Martin & Laurie Duffy.

It was a great meeting and many stories and truths were exchanged. This was the first time for
several and we are looking forward to an increase next year and hopeful those who missed this year
will show up.

Al Larson missed a call from his brother, Mel (47 - 52) from Las Vegas on the morning of the luncheon
offering to foot the entire bill for the luncheon. Al called him back and told him to hold that gesture for
next year as it may help to increase attendance and no need to be conservative on the lunch cost.

Those in attendance (in no special order) included: Howard Barikmo, Lori Cripps, Gary Hamman,
Mark Harris, Karen Harris, Al Larson, Art Robinson, Jo Robinson, Ted Weiman, Alice Weiman, Leon
Woods, Juanita Woods, Bill Nesbitt, Ginger Nesbitt, Robert Mann, Sharon Mann, Jerry Howard, Linda
Howard, and Dan Addis

Dan Addis took photos; two of the photos are below butth e r e 6 s 0 maayto puldish them all so if
you want a disk with all the photos on it contact Lou Nigro. He can be reached by phone (586-239-
6768), email (louis.nigro@ang.af.mil) or by mail (27333 C Street, Bldg 1011, Selfridge ANG Base Ml
48045).

Left side, front to back: Ted Weiman, Alice Left side, front to back: Bill Nesbitt, Ginger
Weiman, Juanita Woods, Leon Woods, Howard Nesbitt Mark Harris, Jerry Howard, Dan Addis
Barikmo

Right side, front to back: Al Larson, Lorraine Right side, front to back: Richard Mann, Sharon

Cripps, Gary Hamman, Jo Robinson, Art Mann, Karen Harris, Linda Howard
Robinson




Tricare Gray Area Retirees Update

To get an update from Congress on the implementation date of Tricare for Gray Area Retirees,
the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) met with legislative assistants for
Sen. Ben Nelson (D-NE) and Rep. Robert Latta R-OH) , the two senators who led the effort to
authorize the coverage in the 2010 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The legislative
assistants indicated that the monthly premium for Tricare coverage was still being determined
by the Defense Department. They did not expect the coverage to be available until 1 OCT. Tri-
care Management Activity had reported last month that the coverage would not be available for
another 11 to18 months because pricing for the coverage had yet to be determined. Congress
was able to include Tricare for Gray Area retiree coverage in the 2010 NDAA because it was
reported as cost neutral to the government. The new law requires beneficiaries to pay the full
cost for Tricare Standard coverage incurred by DoD, with the monthly premium to be equal to
the cost of coverage that the defense secretary determines on "an appropriate actuarial basis."”
The secretary, through his staff, has been engaged for the last two months in an extended proc-
ess to determine that cost of coverage.

When the bill was passed, the hope was that the price for the Tricare Standard coverage for this
new group would be in the range of the full cost of Tricare Reserve Select (TRS) to the DoD.
However, it appears that the pricing formula will most likely produce a cost higher than the base
cost of TRS because of the older demographics of the covered group of Gray Area retirees. How
much higher the monthly premium will be is unknown, but NGAUS would like to find out as
soon as possible or at least monitor the process to make sure the pricing mechanism is fair. As
you may recall, Congress had to correct the initial overpricing of Tricare Reserve Select premi-
ums in 2008 after the Government Accountability Office reported a significant pricing error.
Unfortunately, DoD is not making its premium pricing determination process transparent to
Congress or the public.

Check out the bell bottoms and the brown hair...were we ever that young?



Gates: No Tricare hike in 2011 budget request

WASHINGTON, (2/2/10) -- Tricare recipients will see no increase in their premiums next year, if
Congress approves that provision of the fiscal 2011 defense budget request, as expected. However,
Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates told reporters yesterday he wants to work with Congress to find
ways to help control escalating military health-care costs that are consuming an ever-increasing chunk of
the budget. Noting the skyrocketing costs of the military health-care system 1 from $19 billion in 2001
to $50.7 billion in the fiscal 2011 budget request 8 Gates questioned during yesterday's Pentagon
briefing how sustainable the program can remain without cost controls or higher premiums.

"It's only going to go up," he said, with Military Health System officials estimating 5 to 7
percent annual cost increases through fiscal 2015. "And it is absorbing an increasing percentage of our
budget." Officials predict that the program will grow from 6 percent of the defense budget to more than
10 percent by fiscal 2015.

"We absolutely want to take care of our men and women in uniform and our retirees," Gates
said, "But at some point, there has to be some reasonable tradeoff between reasonable cost increases or
premium increases or co-pays or something and the cost of the program."

There's been no Tricare premium increase since the program was founded in 1995, Gates said,
noting that Congress has rejected recent Pentagon proposals for "very modest” increases. Expecting the
same action this year, the Defense Department recommended no increase this year, he said. "l ask
anybody to point me to a health insurance program that has not had a premium increase in 15 years,"
Gates said. Tricare benefits, he said, are "generous, as they should be for our men and women in
uniform.”

But Gates compared the $1,200 average out-of-pocket costs for a family of three under Tricare
to about $3,300 for the same family under a health maintenance organization plan in the Federal
Employees Health Care Program. "We see a lot of people coming back into Tricare because the benefits
are so good and the costs are so low," he said

The Military Health System has 9.5 million eligible beneficiaries, including active-duty military
members and their families, military retirees and their families, dependent survivors and certain eligible
reserve-component members and their families.

Military Health System officials expect more eligible beneficiaries to continue returning to the
Tricare system as costs of programs offered through their employers or spouses continue to increase.

The General Accountability Office recently found that more than 85 percent of retirees ages 45
to 49 and half of retirees between ages 60 and 64 had access to other group health insurance, but chose
Tricare instead.

As Tricare usage increases, so does the number of health-care visits that beneficiaries make,
officials noted. Between fiscal 2005 and fiscal 2008, the average number of outpatient visits per enrollee
increased from 8.7 to 9.97. Pharmacy use increased 5.5 percent over the timeframe.

Three Vaccines Now Available at TRICARE Network Pharmacies

TRICARE beneficiaries can now receive select vaccines with no out-of-pocket expense at
retail pharmacies.

For the first time ever, beneficiaries can visit TRICARE retail network pharmacies to
receive seasonal flu, HIN1 flu, and pneumonia vaccines at no cost. This expanded
coverage is available to all TRICARE beneficiaries eligible to use the TRICARE retail
pharmacy benefit.




Vet Center Counselor Now Available at the Selfridge Chapel!

In a continuing effort to provide the best support for our men and women in

the military and their families, our 127 ™ Wing Family Readiness Coordinator
has just confirmed with the VA that they w ill be bringing out 2 individuals

to Selfridge on Thursdays (as well as 127 Wing UTA Sundays) that are Veteran

Center Counselors.
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The Counselors core hours are from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The Selfridge Chapel
is in Bldg 168 at the intersection of George Ave and Wilbur Wright Blvd.

Vet Centers Counselors provide readjustment counseling and outreach serv ices
to all veterans who served in any combat zone. Services are also available

for their family members for military related issues. Veterans have earned

these benefits through their service and all are provided at no cost to the

veteran or family. These counselors are dedicated providers, many of which

are combat veterans themselves.

They cannot assist with VA medical issues or claims.

Link to their website www.vetcenter.va.gov <http://www.vetcenter.va.gov >

Please come by on a Thursday or a 127 ™ Wing UTA Sunday to say thanks for

their support, and by all means, come by to talk. They are here for you!

Sixteen Reasons Why Airplanes Are Easier To Live With Than Women

1) Airplanes usually kill you quickly - a woman takes her time.

2) Airplanes can be turned on by a flick of a switch.

3) Airplanes don't get mad if you do a "touch and go."

4) Airplanes don't object to a preflight inspection.

5) Airplanes come with manuals to explain their operation.

6) Airplanes have strict weight and balance limitations.

7) Airplanes can be flown any time of the month.

8) Airplanes don't come with in-laws.

9) Airplanes don't care about how many other airplanes you've flown before.
10) Airplanes and pilots both arrive at the same time.

11) Airplanes don't mind if you look at other airplanes.

12) Airplanes don't mind if you buy airplane magazines.

13) Airplanes expect to be tied down.

14) Airplanes don't comment on your piloting skills.

15) Airplanes don't whine unless something is really wrong.

16) However, when airplanes go quiet, just like women, it's usually not good.



Airplane Stories

On a Continental Flight with a very "senior"” flight attendant crew, the pilot

said, "Ladies and gentlemen, we've reached cruising altitude and will be turning
down the cabin lights. This is for your comfort and to enhance the appearance o
your flight attendants."

On landing, the stewardess said, "Please be sure to take all of your belongings.
If you're going to leave anything, please make sure it's something we'd like to
have."

There may be 50 ways to leave your lover, but there are only 4 ways out of this
airplane”

"Thank you for flying Delta Business Express. We hope you enjoyed giving us the
business as much as we enjoyed taking you for a ride."

As the plane landed and was coming to a stop at Ronald Reagan, a lone voice came
over the loudspeaker: "Whoa, big fella. WHOA!"

After a particularly rough landing during thunderstorms in Memphis, a flight

attendant on a Northwest flight announced, "Please take care when opening the
overhead compartments because, after a landing lik e that, sure as hell
everything has shifted."

From a Southwest Airlines employee: "Welcome aboard Southwest Flight 245 to
Tampa. To operate your seat belt, insert the metal tab into the buckle, and pull

tight. It works just like every other seat belt; a nd, if you don't know how to
operate one, you probably shouldn't be out in pu
iln the event of a sudden | oss of cabin pressure
ceiling. Stop screaming, grab the mask, and pull it over your face. If you have

a small child traveling with you, secure your mask before assisting with theirs.

I f you are traveling with more than one small chi
AfWeat her at our destination is 50 degrees with s
to have them fix ed before we arrive. Thank you, and remember, nobody loves you,

or your money, more than Southwest Airlines."

"Your seat cushions can be used for flotation; and, in the event of an emergency
water landing, please paddle to shore and take them with our ¢ ompliments."

"Should the cabin lose pressure, oxygen masks are in the overhead area. Please
place the bag over your own mouth and nose before assisting children...or other
adults acting like children."

"As you exit the plane, make sure to gather all of your belongings. Anything
left behind will be distributed evenly among the flight attendants. Please do
not leave children or spouses.”

And from the pilot during his welcome message: "Delta airlines is pleased to
have some of the best flight attendan ts in the industry. Unfortunately, none of
them are on this flight!"



127™ Wing's first A -10 deployment proves combat readiness

DANGER

By Capt. Penny Carroll Michigan National Guard

_Lt. Col. Doug Champagne, commander of the 107th Fighter Squadron of the Michigan Air
National Guard, is strapped into the A -10 that he deployed in as part of Operation Demons

to DM on Jan. 9, 2010. After just six months of flying the A -10 mission at Selfridge Air Na-
tional Guard Base, the 107th's Red Devils along with about 120 maintenance and support
personnel, deployed to Davis  -Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., where the Michigan Guards-

men took advantage of the ideal weather conditions to prepare to upcoming missions in

support of global operations. (Photo by MSgt Clancey Pence, Michigan National Guard)

SELFRIDGE AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, Mich., (2/12/10) -- A mere six
months after officially taking on the A -10C Thunderbolt Il flying mission, the 127th
Wing successfully completed its first deployment to Davis -Monthan Air Force Base,
Ariz., for a winter  -basing exercised dubbed Operation Demons to DM.

On Feb. 6, all 10 jets and more than 100 support personnel returned here
after spending a month in the warmer weather to develop confidence, enhance
competencies and cultivate camaraderie. The four -week deployment proved that
the 107th Fighter Squadron, the 127th Operations Group and the 127th Mainte-
nance Group are ready and able to position their combat capabilities wherever
needed in the world.

"This deployment sets us up for taking the organization to the next level in
preparation for the AEF," said Lt. Col. Doug Champagne, 107th FS commander,
about the wing's impending deployment in support of global operations in 2011.

The unit spent its first deployment focusing on training to be combat ready
wingmen with the newest A -10 pilots completing their initial mission qualifications
training. More experienced pilots with the unit previously flew the F -16. These Air-
men focused their training on achieving flight lead upgrades in the larger and
slower A -10. The former F -16 Fighting Falcon mission took off for the last time
from Selfridge Air National Guard Base in 2009, when the 127th Wing underwent
conversion to the A -10C per the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission.

"Although we remain the 107th Fighter Squadron, we do feel like a brand
new unit," Said Col. David L. Augustine, 127th Wing vice commander.

Augustine, who has been flying the A -10 for a decade now, credited the 127th Op-
erations Group Commander Col. Leonard Isabelle, 127th Maintenance Group Com-
mander Lt. Col. Greg Holzhei and the 107th FS Commander Lt. Col. Douglas
Champagne with the successful conversion. "This wing has done an amazing job in
transferring a renowned F -16 unitinto atop  -notch A -10 unit," he said.
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The journey to Arizona offered the Michigan Guardsmen better winter
weather in which to train. It also simulated the desert environment where current
combat taskings are taking place in southwest Asia. The Arizona ranges allowed

the flexibility for the 107th's "Red Devils" to drop all the munitions that the A -10

can hold in a single sortie - something that cannot be done in Michigan.

"A lot of the stuff we struggle to train on here, we are unlimited with there,"
Champagne said. The pilots practiced flying tactical maneuvers at low levels
through mountainous terrain. The larger ranges in Arizona also allow jets to drop
different munitions and shoot live rockets, flares, and missiles.

New A -10 pilot Lt. Wes Gregory had the chance to shoot a Maverick missile
for the first time in his career on this trip. Usually, pilots train at home station us-
ing simulators and see how they perform on corresponding video screens. "It was
great to shoot the maverick for real because | could validate the weapons effect of
the missile itself - how it impacts the target,” Gregory said. "Normally we just do it
on video, but it worked as advertised."

The 127th Maintenance Group proved their capability to deploy 10 aircraft
and maintain an intense flying schedule for four weeks. Keeping the jets healthy
and in the air also allowed 127th Operations to meet their sortie requirements for
the first time since climbing into the A -10C cockpits.

"We've struggled with the health of these jets since we acquired them," said
Lt. Col. Greg Holzhei, 127th Maintenance Group commander. He added that the A
-10s have been undergoing significant challenges in maintenance over this past
year with fixing the fleet  -wide wing crack issue as well as getting each jet through
many upgrades.

However, the Airmen flew a vigorous flying schedule keeping to about 16 flights a
day - a heavy eight turn eight schedule.

"A lot of the A -10 community at Davis  -Monthan didn't think we could do it
with only 10 aircraft," said Maj. Kurt Ring, 127th maintenance officer. "A couple of
things went in our favor: a dedicated work force, working long hours and we didn't
have many hard breaks."

The 288 sorties flown allowed the pilots to achieve their upgrades, while
logging almost 650 flying hours in the Warthogs. They expended almost 3,000
flares, hundreds of dummy bombs and close to 10,000 rounds of 30 -millimeter
ammunition fromthe A -10's large Avenger Gatling gun around which the jet is
built.

"This was our first opportunity to deploy with the A -10, so we were able to
gain knowledge in the A -10 specific mobility requirements,” Ring said of his main-
tainers. "We were also able to gain insight into sortie generation timelines and re-
qguirements. Overall this deployment was a major success for maintenance."

"This trip was a pivotal moment in not only the conversion, but in preparing
the unit for combat operations that are just 16 months out," Col. Augustine said.
"We've proven we are more than adequately prepared as a combat organization to
succeed wherever we may be needed in the future.”

Brig. Gen. Michael Peplinski, the 127th Wing commander, said the success
of the A -10 deployment and readiness of the 127th Wing is critical. "With the wing
in the midst of two simultaneous mission conversions, these success stories are
critical to morale," he said. "The wing continues to steadily move forward toward a
combat ready status as it meets the nation's airpower needs."



